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MEMBERS' AND SUPPORTERS' FOSSIL FORAY DAY
AT WHITMAN'S HILL

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19TH

You ae warmly invited to join usfor aday a Whitman's Hill on Sunday
November 19th. Aswell as our first oppatunity to show you the recently
improved expoaures of the Codbrookdile Formation and the Much Wenlock
Limestone Formation, we would very much gopreciate your hep in establishing
ateaching/dentification ollection of fosils for futurevisitors If
everyonewould beprepared to donae their fossil findsfrom thisday toa
central repostory we have a good tance of establishing a picture of the

total (or rear total) fossil faunaat the Ste. There will of course be

many opporunities in the near future to hunt for fossils for your pesond
collections

We plan to meet at Storridge Village Hall car pak at 11an, where plenty of
paking is available. After we finish fossil huning we will retire to
StorridgeVillage Hall to examine our finds and consume tea and celebraory
cakes. We planto finish by 4pmat the latest. SorridgeVillage Hal is
situaed off the main Hereford to Worcester road, the A4103,a few miles
north-west of Malvern. Coming fromthe Worcester direction, the village

hdl is on the left, on hecorna of thejunction béween the A4103and the
B4219 (he Malvern rcad). Whitman's Hill Quarry is afew minutes walk away.
Please bring paked lundhes, and suitable clothing and footwvear - the
engineering works have rendered the site very muddy!

Any queies please contact Dr Abigal Brown & the Trud.
E-mail: abigal.brown@worc.ac.uk.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Rodk and Fossil Roadshow Organiser(s) Bto plan afew events to make up the 2007
progranme and o organise venues and assistants.

So if you can Pare aday or two pa month please ge in touch with Liz
On: 01905 855184rad arange to come in for acha. Or e-mail: eht@worc.ac.uk
All expenses will be covered.
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THE GEOPARK WAY PROJECT

@ " In June2006 he Trugt was awarded agrant from DEFRAOSRurd
U
(%

( Enterprise Scheme, to fund atwo year prgect called the OTe
D Geprcwa. o
The project isto write and research alongdistance walking trail

through he Abbealey and Malvern Hills Geopak
(www.geopak.org.uk). Thewalkingtrail will gart in Bridgnorh and follow
established pubic rights of way al the way down to Gloucester.

Primarily the guide will interpret the landscape and geology foundalong te route, but
will also focuson dl that geology ha influenced in thearea, such as archaeology,
wildlife, land ug, soda andindugrial history. There are gronglinks between the
geology beneath our et and howman and naure has utilised the land throughot
time. This project will explore these relationships make the links then bringthe
information togdher in a guide tha will celebrae the character and dstindiveness of
this region of rurd England fromthe rocks upwardd

Theguidewill dso indude details on howto explorethe area by pubic trangort,
cycle, water and bridle ways. Tourist amenities and attractionswill feature in the
guide with emphasis being daced on rurd produc and local indgpendent busnesses.
Theguidewill be printed at the end ofthe project in April 2008 aad will come in the
form of a110 p@e A5 ring-boundbooKet.

Would you [ke to hare some inpu into this project? Maybe you have a gory to share
aboutyour local area, knowof agreat trail, or ae interested in the field research/trail
testing aspect of this project.

If you are interested in finding outmore aboutthis project contact the project
manager, Natalie Watking on 01905 855184 ormail geoparkway @yahoo.®.uk.

NEWS FROM TOM RICHARDS

Asthisis my first article, IOd #tter introduce myself and give youa little backgrourd
to those who do notknowme. My name is Tom Richards and | hail from jug down
theroad in Goucester (boo, hss you might say, for dl you rugby &ns). | graduaed
this summer with an MSci in Geology. This was afour-year degree, which enable me
to pend ny third year sudying abroad at another inditution. The University of
Toronb was my find destination and, having never been to Canada before, was an
amazing experience. But boy, dothey make you work had! | never realised tha
British University life was 0 easy!

Having onl been working at the Trug since June | have been involved in anunber
of projects dready, and © shdl briefly review them for you. lassisted Moira during
the summer, in researching forthe Frome Valley Discovery Guide, as well as taking
on the Community Liaison roke. We also eanbarked on nmany afieldtrip mooching
around he Herefordshire courtryside, searching for heelusve BishopO&rome
Limestone (of which we have now found tvo poentia RIGS).
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Thenew trail guide, whichis bang prodeed around Mdsummer Hill was researched
and written by myself, andit is now at thetrail tester sage, where | am preparing
myself for theword! | have dso been ading Abigall in a comprehensve audit of
WhitmanOgHill, from which we have fourd afew nice surprises, and meny a
brachiopod!

Morerecently, | have jus beguntheinitial stages of adesk sudy, & pat of a drift
baseline data survey of Worcestershire, funded by the Couny Courtil. Through & of
the above theinitial reason for my employment (beginning the process of produeng a
Geodiversity Action Ran for Worcestershire) has been geadily bubbing avay, with
many groupsdeclaring an interest in beinginvolved in the process. It is hopel that, in
conjundion with the Herefordshire GAP, a conaultation dowment will be produed
by the end of the year, with aview to undertaking an audit of the county next year as
pat of thefirst sage of writing an Action Plan.

RIVER LANDSCAPE DISCOVERY GUIDE FOR THE FROME VALLEY

This project is hdf way through. Many members of theloca community have been
heping with field aurveys, gaheringinformationand taking phobs These will be
used to produe a Discovery Guide of the Frome Valley to describe the geology,
landcape and glcial features of the area. This will describethe areain away tha is
easy to undestand. Thegudewill be colourful with pictures, maps and dagrams.
The Frome Valley is a beautiful, peaceful part of thecounty. On dther sde of the
lower pat of the valey are the Slurian rocks of Shudkndl Hill and the Woolhope
Dome. Thelowlandsare uncerlain by he Raglan Mudgone Formation and the hilly
land in the north by the St Maughans Formation ofthe Old Red Sandgone. The
BishopO&rome Limestone was named after thevillage in this area. There are many
magnificent views and interesting geologcal features which are tucked away and are
relatively little known.

Involvement of thelocal community is an important pat of the project. The next
stagewill be to organise awalk and atalk. A provisiond dae for thewalk is Sunday
4" March. We will meet at BishopOs&rome Village Hall car park a 10am. Dr Andy
Richardswill show usthe glacial deposts at HewittOg$it near Much Cowarne and &l
uswha hgopened in Herefordshire during the lce Age. After this we will dso visit
some older geological stes nearby. Would anyonewho is interested please contact
Moira Jenkins at the Trug office for further details of thewalk and the talk?
Tel:01905 8555184 amail: m.jenkins@worc.ac.uk

A V.P.’S CORNER (OLD WINE IN A NEW BOTTLE!)

In the last Newsletter, | commented upon he curiouscourse taken bythelower Teme
River. If this river phenomenon s strange, then the case of the middle section orthe
Leigh Brook s even more bizarre. From Longley Green to Kngpp Farm, Alfrick, this
small stream crosses the Silurian escarpments and hils on its eastwardsjourrey to
join the River Teme. As onewould expect, the brook s manifestly though
unobtugvely undefit inits valey, acondtion which applies to mog of the dranage
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in our aea. Downgream of Mousehole Bridgehowever, in the vicinity of Papermill
Copprce, and keyond nerly to Kngpp Mill, vadley/stream relationships become truly
astonishing. For hae the sream occupies a monunental indsed meande vdley.
Moreover, its course lies directly across aheavily faulted anticlinein the Silurian
Cowleigh Rark Formation. Now, as every QA\Olevel student of physcal geography
knows, this should nothgppen in the normel course of dranage development. Special
explanaion is required which involves usng the prindple of GupeaimpostionQor
that of GntecedenceQ Unfortunaely, matters are notso smple in this case and there
is, as yet, no ful and satisfactory explanation for the development of the Leigh Brod,
its curiouscourse and unusid vadley. Tentative proposis involve arangeof ideas and
conaepts as follows:- speculation onthe nature of Tertiary dranage systemsin the
area and superimpostion; drainage adjugment to dructureand the development of
the OViathon RverOstrike vale west of the Silurian ridges; deep crugal flow and uplft
in thelate Tertiary and early Quaernary; the naure of the Anglian glaciationand
deglaciation on bol the west and east Sdes of the Malvern Axis; glacio-isodatic
crugal rebound and finally, pogs-glacia drainage diminishment. This fluvial
curiogty, then, is acomplex puzzle that ill awaits a solution.

Editors Note: This was formerly “Idle Chatter from the Chair”. Les Morris is now a
Vice President of the Trust. The Chairman’s post is occupied by John Payne.

OLCHON VALLEY TRIP. 14.9.06

Aboutadozen people attended the Olchonvaley onawet day, which was
sandwiched bdween fine days. Fortunaely the weather and cloud ifted in time for us
to ge up b Black Darren . The paty quickly dispdled any ideas previoudy put
forward asto the naure of the Ste

Dick Bryant demondrated that the form we could see between Black Darren andthe
mountin was a nirvation ridge/protalusridge Thisis aglacial landformcaused by
talusfrom abowe glissading across aglacial ice/snow bank piled againg the scarp
face. The rodks accumulate at the far edgeof theice sheet. Thisis borneou by
consdering the broken rocks as imbricated. The beddingsare plana in form and ©
the sheets of rok invariably rest on heflat Sde. At the edgeof the debris ridgesome
of the blocks are tilted verticaly seemingto show tha with the subsequent melt they
then rotated downwards from the imbricate postion.

It was dso demondrated that with thetrends of Cdedonian faulting ove the Black
Mountains and sconday conjoining faults tha it was unlikely that Black Darren was
sepaated by development donga fault plane, and nether had it moved sdeways
from themain mountain 9de. The presence of landdipsaong the mountin base was
mog likely the result of Jumping of lateral maraines and there are several episodes of
this forming acomplex patern to interpret. That section of the trip also showed we
needed to get to Red Darrenin the futureand look & that ste.

In the afternoon we walked the Holloway to the uppe nach of Achon Valley. It was
plain that the old pgers were by andlarge descriptive and the area boreno
relationghip to the written word. However we were able to confirm the presence of
pedogenic limestones/corngones. The geology of herodks up hee was completely
different to those in Black Darren, beng alcareousbandsseparating the more nomal
fine sandgones and fine Slty bedding andwith fluvial wadi lagsforming bresciated
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beds often containing fragments of reworked evaporitic calcite. A specimen brought
back shows bedded evaporitic/pedogenic limestoneoverlying a breccia containing
rhyolites, reworked pedogenic calcitic degpodts, sandstones, mudgonerip up dasts
and ven quatzes.

The outcome is that we have a least two Geomorphobgical RIGS with the upper
valley also benga geological RIGS as well. A further detailed accourt will be written
for the next newdletter

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS AT WITLEY COURT

On 25 May, after 2 weeks of rain, we were blessed with a wondefully sunny day for
our celebrationsat Witley Court Conaultants at the Trug were joined by fundes and
assocdiates of the Trug who have been involved with key projects over the last 10
years.

The day began with aleisurdy stroll throughthe Witley Coutt gardensto the Church
Tea Roons where Dr Peter Oliver and Professor David Dindey, President of the
Trugd, made everyorne welcome. We were introdwced to Eric Robinson who is a
retired lecturer from University Cdlege London and a geologist who gans his
greatest pleasure from teaching geology through buildings and building stones. As
such Eric was an ideal person to bring Witley Courtto life throughhis enthugastic
commentary on the building stones, which had been used in its condruction. Armed
with hand lenses we examined the ruins of the building and watched in awe as the
Perseus and Androneda fountain fired up. The fountain was onae the biggest in
Europeand, in recent years, has been restored to its former glory.

Following a very relaxed lunch in the Tea Roons, those members of the paty who
were able to stay into the afternoonenjoyed a tour of the beautiful Baroque church of
Great Witley. This tour was enhanced by the enthusasm of our guide Dr Paul
Jonon, who | am sure only had time to impat a small amount of his extensve
knowledgeof thechuradh.

We hopetha the day served to bot thank our onrs and assod ates, withoutwhose
support and funding our work would be severely curtailed, and to raise awareness
with them of the diffi culties faced by voluntary nonprofit making organisationssuch
as ourslves. We hopetoo that they will continueto offer usther invduable support
in the future.

GEODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN FOR HEREFORDSHIRE

Geodiversity Action Ransfor Herefordshire and Worcestershire are being st up.
These will aims to look dter the geology and landscape of the two counies. For each
county aconailtation doament will becirculated as widdy as posible. Clear ams,
objectives and action foreach county will be set outto ensure tha the earth heitageis
recorded and conserved for future generations

A prZis of the plan for Herefordshire is included in this nevsetter. We would be
graeful if you would fill in the questionraire. If you would like further information
please contact Moira Jenkins Tel:01905 $55184 or email: m.jenkins@worc.ac.uk
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Geology and Landscapefor the Future:
Creating aGeodiversity Action Ran for
Herefordshire: Have your say.

Proposd Aim B
To look dter HerefordshireOspecia naural

environment by congerving, enhancing and
managing the countyOgyeology and landscape
diversity for the benefit of dl.

Audit gdtes, resouraes and Killsin Herefordshire
Develop gelogical education progranmes
Protect conserve and enhance special stes
Increase awareness and undestanding

Involve local communities

Promote geotourism

ONoOGORWNE

sudainability

©

Geomorphobgical Sites (RIGS)

Geodiversity means Qhe variety
of rocks, fossils, minerals,
landforms and ils dongwith
the naural processes which shape
the landscape

Provide guidance for planners, landowners, individuds and aganisations
Maintain the momentum of geoconservation and endure long term

Augment/upgrade  countyOs Regiondly Important Geologicad  and

Geodiversity Action Ran Questionnare

Help to look &ter the special landscape and geology of Herefordshire.
* Do you enjoy HerefordshireOdeautiful countyside?
* Would you like to learn more abouthow the landcape has evolved and how

therodkstell the history of the earth?

1. Would you ike to receive acopy of hefull conailtation dacument?
2. Do you know of other groupsor individuds who would like to be partners or

congultees in the project?
3. Do you knowof gpecial Stesin yourarea?

4. What issues are of mog importance to you and your group?

Would you like to volunteer to be involved in this project? If yes, please state in

which capecity and supply your @ntact ddails.

Name:
Organisation/responsbility:
Address:

Telephore Number:

E-mail address:

For further information contact Moira Jenkins

H&WEHT wishes to acknowledgethe financia supportof English Nature.
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